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Introduction

Although there are many reasons for taking notes, it can be a difficult task for students. Often they try to
copy everything, and soon become frustrated by the task. Or, they skip around, often leaving out essential
information and recording the relatively less important details. Many become frustrated when they discover
they cannot interpret their own words scribbled hours or days earlier.

Fortunately, as they mature, students develop skills in selecting important material and in discarding
unimportant material. Although this skill develops with practice, its development can be aided by some
interesting online tools. NoteStar is an engaging tool that helps students at all levels to improve their note
taking skills. It can even help adults, as it has me.

Subjects:

Language Arts
History
Science

All Subjects

Grade(s):

® 6-8 (focus)
o All Levels

Brief Description
Using online note taking tools to teach note taking skills.
Objectives

Students will:
e Use an online note-taking tool to highlight or note words and phrases that relate to their topic of

research.
e Use their "online notes" to compose a paragraph to support their topic.

Keywords:

Note taking, notes, study skills, research, and theme

Materials Needed:

NoteStar

Note Star is an Internet utility to assist in the preparation of research papers. Teachers and students can set

up research projects with topics and sub-topics. Students may then take advantage of NoteStar's many
features to collect and organize their notes and prepare their bibliography page.
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Setting Up NoteStar

Have Students

1. Access the Internet
2. Key in the following URL: http://notestar.4teachers.org/
3. Create an account (Figure 1)

What students can do:
= Create sub-topics for research topics
= Assign topics to group members
* Take notes
= Easilytrack source information
= Jrganize notes and sources to create printable
notes and hibliography
Students, get started =

Figure 1. Student Account Creation Link

4. Fill in the Student Registration (Figure 2)
5. Click the Continue button (Figure 2)

o

PN
W L Enhancing Research Skills for Studient Achievement

Student Registration

First Name:
Last Name:
Username:
Password:
Confirm Password:

School Zip Code:

[ Continue ] [ Cancel ]

Figure 2. Student Registration for NoteStar
6. Record their user id and password

7. Click and Drag the NoteStar Tool on the web browser Toolbar

™

Drag this to the appropriate taolbar in
,.\ your browser. Help

8. Click on the NoteCard tool button (Figure 3)

| hioteStancit: Brojectifiasedileanming iesearch ool S el bret ox)

Ele [dt Yew Go Oookmarks Took Help

< B 0O @ B ) = | ¥ ht:/notestar.dteachers.crg/

Gatting Started  Labest Headines - HoteCard
9. The NoteCard Window will appear (Figure 4)
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10.

11.
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ihttp:dinotestarAteachers.org o NoteStar: NoteGand s lopin o b

sozilla Firefox. = [0 %]

project

= Choose the appropriate
topicfsub-topic and type of resource. | Password: |
= Complete e citabion by typing in ;
missing information.

= Specify what type of note it is.

= Click the Create Mote bution,

= The note is added to your praject

and to the bibliography.

*You can see all your notes in the

Project Manager at MoteStar.

ﬁ:; NoteCard  Login

 Use This to Add Notes te Your Toplcs: i Student Login
= Login and select your class and

Username: [

Forgol password?

Done

&) open totebouk:

Press Continue

A NoteCard

Welcome Back to NoteStar |

You have logged in as: jvanderm <9546

It you are not the person listed above, please re-login now,

Continue

(teachers ..

&) open totebook:
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Ahttpilinotestarsierchersiorg Shotestars NpteCard SMozillaikirefox

T
ﬂ\ Sl e create New Note (Aeachers ..
Class: [ [~]]
Project: Mo Project to Select
Topic:
Internet Book Magazine Journal Newspaper InternetJournal
Tille: |
Title of ¥Web Site: |
Author. (e last name, first narme)
FPublishad Year: I
Organization: | |
URL: |
DateViewad: | September (3 |6 (2 | 2006
Mote:
(4000 characlers
Type of Note: .O YourOwnWords @ Quote (Cut and Paste)
| Create Note | [ Close Window | -
Dane @] opeq Motebook
Jhttpalfnotestar. dteachers.org - Npiestarshotetard SMozillahirefox Q.@
n
#\: Nole_cirel Create New Note /teachers ..
Class: |
‘Project:  No Projectto Select
;‘lopbc:
Internet Book Magazine Journal HNewspaper Internet Journal
Title: |NateStar : Student : New User Acccount Registered |
Title of Web Site: | |
Author: | | (i.e. last name, first name)
Published Year I:I :
Organization; | |
URL: |hup;,'fnnles1ar.4tead19fs.crg¢'stl.|denl,'studenﬁnme.dn |
DateViewed: | September &4 |6 &J | 2006 (2| '
Mote:
(4000 characters
L naximam)
TypeofNote: O vour ownwords @ Quote (Cut and Paste) | l|
[ CreateMote | [ Close Window | =
v
Done &) open Notebook
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